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222-unit short-term public residence
Urban-development zone at the Porte de Paris
client ADOMA
Structural engineering consultancy IGREC ingénierie
Floor space 6 129 SQ M
Schedule 2006-2014
Cost 10 650 000 Euros
General contractor Léon Grosse

+
The leitmotif of the temporary
public residence delivered to
Saint-Denis (north of Paris) by the
Babin+Renaud Agency is the term
«pacify». First of all pacify the
location, standing at the edge of
the Park of the Legion of Honor, it
is part of the fabric of mixed
buildings that are going to densify
as part of developing the
urban-development zone at
Saint-Denis’ Porte de Paris. Next
pacify the brief itself, i.e. the
temporary social residence project
has changed so that today it has
often become a permanent
residence for workers. The
architects’ goals here were to
offer people a welcoming and
humane residence hall despite a
reduction in the collective spaces
of all social residences.
+
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A place to share as much as live in

A bit of urbanization
+
It took eight full years to deliver this
5,375 sq. m social residence hall,
eight years to fulfill the promise of
a project that highlighted the notion
of «living» to the detriment of any
expression of functionality.
The project was hatched in the
wake of the demolition of France’s
biggest workers’ residence located
on the same site. The agency stuck
to the project’s major principles
with the added pluses of successive
thresholds and only six studios per
landing with natural lighting.
Through these arrangements the
aim of the project was to offer an
appealing residential framework to
a very low-income population,
mostly men living alone, from the
same country. The low rotation
rates observed in this kind of
program also had to be taken into
account, which made it more like a
typical public-housing program
than a temporary residence hall. It
was vital to foster contacts and
links between residents as much
as to offer them genuine space for
privacy and introspection.
+

+The studio design with shower
rooms and private kitchens thus
marked a change in the conception
of this kind of residence, just as
much as the presence of wide,
semi-exterior landings that were
seen as real places for social
interchange: shared summer
living rooms, open-air laundries.
Indeed why not?
+
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When entering the residence at
the start of the rue Pinel, one
comes into a contemporary
suburban villa. Two buildings
with greened roofs stand on
either side of an alley designed
as an interior street, a space for
sharing with its generous
proportions (8 to 25 meters
wide) and in mixed materials
(white-painted concrete and
dark shutters and window
frames).

+
The two buildings are broken up
into small volumes that shift at
random in a pattern of regular
strips. On the northern side the
building’s volumes carry the
signs of the surrounding
disorder in their distribution,
whereas on the southern side
the project is organized around a
more seamless rhythm backing
onto a 6-floor wall that
announces future construction.
Is it a calm disorder or a
dislocated order? Both readings
are possible, but the scatter
effect remains the same. This
was the project’s primary
challenge, i.e. creating a link
between the small confused plot
and the urban densification of
the Porte de Paris resulting from
metropolitan issues. It was a
question of breathing calm and
order as one draws closer to
Paris. The north building rises
from one to three floors high
with its volumes leaning against
or moving away from the plot’s
boundaries in harmony with the
existing buildings. The south
building, which expresses two
distinct urban scales, contains a
more vigorous skyline, varying
from two floors to six.
While the south building
contains the residence’s living
spaces (Internet café,
Laundromat, ironing room and
mailboxes), the northern
building contains the offices and
workshop of the team in charge
of running the residence. The
transition between the disparate
fabric of small individuals and
the zone’s future buildings is
thus drawn on a scale with the
plot, giving the operation a
dominant urban role.
+

Calm disorder or dislocated order?

window details

1 30/10 coated aluminum folded sheet frame
2 Metal fitting for sliding shutter, fixation by 90x90-mm angle iron
3 Thermal coated 30x30-mm coated aluminum profile shutter
4 30/10 shutter façade in thermal-coated folded aluminum
5 Rubber spring shock absorber
6 30/10 thermal coated folded aluminum lintel sheet
7 Eyebrow window glass chassis in coated aluminum
8 Casing for the folded sheeting 30/10 coated aluminum
9 20x30 profile railing in thermal coated steel with remote part fasteners
10 Metal bracket for sliding shutter
11 Window sill in 20/10 thermal coated folded-sheet aluminum
12 Frame of 30/10 coated aluminum folded sheeting
13 Thermal coated 30/10 aluminum casing
14 Handle of thermal coated aluminum sheeting
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The residence’s small volumes
borrow its outline and vernacular
nature from town houses. From the
central alley each entrance is
emphasized by a gate that marks
residents’ second threshold of
privacy directly above a small
outside forecourt extending into the
floors by wide landings protected
by wooden trellises. Seven different
types of housing co-exist, four of
which are accessible to the
disabled.
Besides the succession of
thresholds and places of shared
ownership, the program’s
domesticity is expressed out front
by using a single picture window at
regular intervals or randomly. The
size of the picture windows is
visually amplified by large, dark
frames incorporating oversized
sliding shutters. Each picture
window also offers a generous ratio
from the inside to the outside by
using low window sills.
+
Fabricating the city is done through
all programs and transcends all
volumes. Some however require a
particular commitment. Such is the
case with this project that goes well
beyond its initial brief to design an
urban and human fragment.
+

A city’s complexity and the serenity of home

Offices building

Urban-development zone at the Île Seguin – Macro lot B2A
92100 Boulogne-Billancourt France
Client: NEXIMMO 34 for NEXITY
Associates: OAB
Consultancy: AURIS
Surface: 8070 m² fs
Delivery 2009

jean françois renaud eric babin

architectes babin + renaud
contact@babin-renaud.com
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The Agency
Eric Babin and Jean-François Renaud are
following a singular pathway calmly, and to
date unobtrusively, delivering rigorous and
engaged products free of the constraints of
fashion.
They founded their agency nearly twenty
years ago after winning a European-wide
competition that enabled them to deliver a
project consisting of some one-hundred
accommodations in Rheims.
Since then they have developed an
architecture that is grounded as much in its
context as it is abstract and theoretical.
Holding dear the proper place that a
building should occupy in its setting and
perfecting new architectural types derived
from analyzing the brief, Babin + Renaud
carry out projects of scale with highly varied
briefs, e.g. housing, of course, in complex
social fabrics on the edges of Paris
(Saint-Denis, Saint-Ouen), on symbolically
significant sites such as Paris’ Les
Batignolles or future sites like at the Porte
de Montmartre. They also tackle mixed
projects, office buildings or extensive public
facilities like the future cultural center at
Les Jacobins which the agency will be
delivering by early summer.
Now ensconced at the heart of Paris’ 11th
arrondissement, the agency employs some
twenty collaborators and has projects
throughout France. For the past several
years Éric Babin and Jean-François Renaud
have also been teaching, initially in Lille,
Marseilles and Nantes, they are presently
teaching in Rouen and Paris’ Belleville
respectively.
+

Socio-sports complex

Rue Maurice Marinot − 62100 Calais France
Client: Ville de Calais
Landscape designer: Lionel Guibert
Consultancy: GRONTMIJ – ASE
Surface: 2880 m2 fs
Cost: 3 620 000 €HT
Delivery 2011

Auvergne’s Institute for Territorial Development

Project laureate of the Palmarès 2013 de l’architecture et de l’aménagement
de la Région Auvergne
Angle rue Kesler / boulevard François Mitterrand
63000 Clermont-Ferrand France
Client: Conseil général d’Auvergne
Consultancy : EVP Ingénierie – CFERM – MDETC – ASE
Surface: 1773 m2 fs
Cost: 3 284 000 € HT
Delivery 2012

84 accommodations and 4 public facilities
16-30, avenue de la Porte Montmartre - the Binet neighborhood
75018 Paris France
Client: PARIS HABITAT
BET: EVP Ingénierie - CFERM - TOHIER
Floor space: 10 296 sq m
Cost: 19 137 000 € HT
Delivery January 2014

Cultural Center Jacobins
840-seat theatre and 11 movie theatres multiplex

Client: Ville du Mans France
Associates: OAB – Michel Desvigne
Consultancy: GRONTMIJ – TOHIER – ASE
Surface: 15 565 m2 fs + 28 198 m2 fs car park
Cost estimate: 70 000 000 € HT
Delivery June 2014

Music conservatory

17-21, rue Solférino – 92170 Vanves France
Client: Grand Paris Seine Ouest – Ville de Vanves
Consultancy: GRONTMIJ – ACV
Surface: 3329 m2 fs
Cost estimate: 9 510 000 € HT
Work in progress – Delivery January 2015

125-units social housing and school group

Urban-development zone of Clichy Batignolles – Lot E9 – 75017 Paris France
Client: Régie Immobilière de la Ville de Paris
Consultancy: Projex Ingénierie – Diagobat
Surface: Housing 9900 m2 fs – School group 3600 m2 fs
Cost estimate: 27 370 000 € HT
Work in progress – Delivery September 2015

151, rue du Faubourg Saint-Antoine 75011 Paris
www.babin-renaud.com 01.43.46.56.56
131-units housing and commercial spaces
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Urban-development zone of the Docks – Secteur 3b – 93400 Saint-Ouen
Client: Aterea Cogedim
Landscape designer: David Besson-Girard
Consultancy: BERIM
Surface: 10 305 m2 fs
Work in progress – Delivery May 2015
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